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Online classes trouble faculty
By Briana Conte
STAFF WRITER

In
the
midst
of
San Jose State’s shift to
online classes, faculty
members teaching the
arts have faced difficulties
replicating the interactive
elements of their classes.
“We’re finding creative
ways to help [students] still
create on a smaller scale,”
Heather Cooper, associate
director of the school of
music and dance, said to
the Spartan Daily over the
phone. “They’re making
things that they can fit
inside their apartment
like a hand gesture dance
study, where they have to
choreograph just using
their hands. They’re doing
things like a study where
they use props, and they
choreograph with props.”
However,
Cooper
said that technique and
performance-based
classes require hours of
hands-on
training
that
cannot
be
replicated online.
“[Dance
majors]
have to take some of the
choreography and modify
it so that they’re doing it
just on themselves in a
small space,” Cooper said.
“Then we will put together
a short dance film and
edit it and release it as a
virtual performance.”
During a preparational
meeting between dance
faculty members, Cooper
said her colleague argued
that it can be empowering
for dancers to perform
with limitations.
Spatial art professor,
Shannon Wright, said in
a phone interview she
has safety concerns for
students using sharp tools
on their own.
“I don’t even want my
students using X-Acto
knives right now,” Wright
said. “I don’t want them to
use anything that they could
possibly hurt themselves
with because you can’t just
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Economics junior Jerardo Jimenes studies on the second floor of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, which has reduced its hours for students.

go to [the hospital] and get
a stitch if you cut yourself
right now.”
Instead, Wright assigned
her woodworking students
to sketch a hypothetical
wooden
bench
to
submit online.
“They’re going to make
a measured drawing of a
bench that’s a little more
adventurous than what
they would have been
making as a first project,”
Wright said. “They’re
going to use all the joints
that I’ve taught them to
come up with something
a little more ambitious,
i m a g i n at ive
and
possibly difficult.”
The
pieces
could
be far more artistic
than
practical,
the
professor said.
“They can veer into
sculptural territory if they
want. They don’t have to

stay strictly furniture,”
Wright said.
L ec turer
Galen
Lemmon teaches applied
percussion lessons at SJSU
and said he is uncertain
of how to resume his
curriculum online.
“[Percussion musicians]
deal with a lot of different
percussion instruments,”
said Lemmon over the
phone. “Some of those
instruments are housed
there at San Jose State in the
music department, which
the students don’t have
access to.”
Lemmon is reverting to
written assignments and
YouTube videos.
“I think musicians are
really being hurt just in
general and of course that
includes students too,”
Lemmon said. “Because
a lot of the students at
San Jose State play in

SJSU confirms
first case of coronavirus
follow us @SpartanDaily
for live updates

community orchestras or
they get hired to play a gig
at a church and none of
those things are happening.
They’ve lost all that work
as well.”
Lance Fung, a studio
art professor, said he was
concerned whether Zoom
meetings would affect
creating an introspective
environment
for
his
students in his Medium and

Message class.
“One of the most
difficult things for young
artists and art students is
to make an artwork that
reflects themselves and
shares their thoughts, their
emotions, things they
don’t even know about
themselves,” Fung said
over the phone. “So what
I’m teaching is introducing
that notion of content, a

narrative to their work.”
However, she said that
some students who would
not regularly speak up in
class, now from the comfort
of their own homes,
have decided to enter
class discussions.
In light of Santa Clara
County’s shelter-in-place
order, Fung said he is
making the best out of the
current circumstances.
“These kids are paying
a ton of money. They’re
borrowing money, They’re
working for this. I’m going
to give it my all and if they
can learn the same amount
or more, that’s even better,”
Fung said. “It’s real life
right now. It’s no longer
university stuff. This is
real life stuff.”

Follow Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

City Council discusses plans for COVID-19
By Diana Avila

rates of transmission are uncertain and
that within the past few days, several
city workers have tested positive for
San Jose City Manager Dave Sykes told COVID-19.
the city council Tuesday that the city has
Several firefighters from the San Jose
entered Stage 5 of the Pandemic Response Fire Department have tested positive for
Plan, the highest risk level, because of the coronavirus and are currently under
the surge of new coronavirus cases in quarantine, Liccardo said.
Santa Clara County.
“Today, the pandemic is no longer a
possibility, but a reality,” Deputy City Manager
Kip Harkness said.
During a PowerPoint presentation,
Harkness said at best the city is only a few
weeks behind Italy, and at worst the city may
only be one week behind.
As of Tuesday, 155 cases of the
Kip Harkness
coronavirus and five deaths because
San
Jose
deputy
city manager
of the virus have been confirmed in
the
county,
according
to
the
Santa
Clara
County
Public
According to the city staff’s verbal report,
Health Department.
COVID-19 is 20 times more deadly than the
The meeting took place in the council seasonal flu.
chambers which were open to the public, and
“Sounds like right now, we’re able to
in a separate room for council members who get some priority testing, but only [for] an
livestreamed the meeting.
individual that may have been exposed in
San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo said city some way or [is] displaying symptoms,”
staff allowed a maximum of 35 people Peralez said.
in the room to comply with the social
Liccardo said that the county cannot
distancing ordinance.
compare to countries like Singapore and South
Councilmember Raul Peralez added that Korea when it comes to the amount of tests
the council is continually educating itself about they perform because of the lack of testing kits.
the unexpected effects of coronavirus.
According to the city staff presentation,
In a memorandum, he said that the containment is likely no longer possible
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Today, the pandemic is no
longer a possibility, but a
reality.

because of a lack of testing kits and delays
which caused COVID-19 to spread rapidly.
In response, the city has developed a road
map to navigate through the pandemic which
prioritizes enforcement of the public health
order for residents to self-quarantine.
But some council members raised concerns
that San Jose residents will face economic
hardship.
“In my opinion, I think it will get really real
next week because people won’t have the cash
and they’re going to be looking at even tougher
choices,” Councilmember Maya Esparza said.
Some of the new guidelines include
temporarily closing nonessential service
businesses such as restaurants and bars to limit
the spread of the coronavirus.
This follows a countywide order
from the Santa Clara County Public
Health Department to shelter at home
which allows for only essential businesses
and services to remain open. The order
also suggests residents limit going outside
and prohibits all nonessential gatherings
of any number of individuals.
In order to get through this pandemic,
city staff said all members of the
community need to take these city
guidelines seriously.
“There’s a public statement that the
chief of police had made and it actually
just came out maybe 30 minutes ago,
where he states this is not martial law,”
Peralez said.

IN BRIEF
 San Jose is now at
Stage 5 of its Pandemic
Response Plan.
 As of Tuesday, 155 cases
of coronavirus and five
deaths because of the virus
have been confirmed in
Santa Clara County.
 Santa Clara County
residents are asked to
shelter in place following a
countywide order to prevent
the spread of COVID-19.

However, council members stressed the
importance of protecting residents’ safety
without controlling the community.
“We could do everything perfectly on
the city side and nothing would change
unless the community changes their
behavior,” Harkness said.
Follow Diana on Twitter
@dianaavila284
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‘Blackﬁshing’ is the new blackface
Brianna Sheats
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Scrolling
through
social media, whether it
be Instagram, Twitter,
TikTok or YouTube, I tend
to come across some form
of cultural appropriation,
usually splashed across the
faces of models.
Ac c o r d i n g
to
L e x i c o. c o m ,
an
online
dictionar y
collaboration
between
Dictionary.com
and
Oxford University Press,
cultural appropriation is an
inappropriate adoption of a
culture’s customs, practices
and ideas by someone who
has no knowledge of it.
Retail
companies
like Fashion Nova and
PrettyLittleThing
hire
multitudes of white models
for photo shoots filled with
blatant displays of cultural
appropriation.
These models have dark,
tanned faces that do not
match any other part of
their bodies because their
skin is naturally fair.
There is a difference
between wanting a tanned
complexion and trying
to look like an entirely
different race.
The “new blackface”
is problematic because
for years, Black women
have had to change their
appearance by straightening
or relaxing their hair just to
get jobs. Now it is seen
as acceptable because

people of other races are
wearing dark complexions
and Black hairstyles as
fashion trends.
Var i ou s
Black
beauty influencers, like
Jackie Aina, have voiced
their concerns about
cultural appropriation, and
yet no change has been
made.

There is a
difference
between
wanting
a tanned
complexion
and trying
to look like
an entirely
different race.

Little
Mix
singer
Jesy Nelson went through
a
transformation
by
“blackfishing,” a term
used to describe women
with fair skin using Black
aesthetics to appear as if
they are mixed race.
Nelson tanned her skin
to an extremely dark shade,
got lip injections and has
worn Black hairstyles,

but she has no traces of a
multiracial background.
When Rihanna released
the Fenty Beauty line with
40 shades of foundation,
people with darker skin
tones were able to find
makeup in their shade
range.
Instagram models trying
to look like a different race
rushed to buy up the darker
foundations, making it
even harder for those
with darker complexions
to
actually
purchase
foundation.
Some
people
with
darker-skin tones have had
to go years without finding
their exact foundation
shade and it is because of
white culture vultures.
Many non-Black people
are guilty of this new
version of blackface and do
not see the fault in it.
Emma Hallberg, a
Swedish Instagram model,
has a feed filled with
pictures of herself, all
curated to make her look
ambiguously biracial, but
in actuality, she is pale and
white.
She fooled 394,000
followers into believing
she was Black, denying
and arguing against the
usage of self-tanner and
tanning booths.
But the 2.0 version of
blackface is not only seen on
the visages of social media
stars; top celebrities are just
as guilty.
A guilty celebrity is
Ariana Grande.
When starring on the
show “Victorious,” she
played Cat Valentine ,
who wasn’t necessarily
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Ariana Grande is an example of a celebrity who gradually began to darken her
skin tone as she rose into the spotlight as a solo artist.

fair-skinned but had a light
skin tone.
After leaving the show,
Grande became more
successful. Meanwhile,
her skin has become
darker over the years.
Some would say her
Italian descent gives
her an excuse to be tan.
However, the opposition
could argue that Italians
are white.
Kim Kardashian West

has Armenian paternal
lineage, which stirs up
arguments about her
darker complexion.
In Kardashian West’s
older photos, she had a
lighter olive skin tone,
before gradually tanning
and looking orange. She
then started to bronze
with finesse to make
herself look more ethnic.
The Kardashians and
the Jenners are some

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

of the biggest cultural
appropriators of Black
culture with beauty
trends like wearing Black
protective hairstyles and
tanning their skin to look
more brown, not tan.
Follow Brianna on Twitter
@briannaanna_
Bri’s Beauty appears
every Wednesday.

JOKIN’
AROUND
Did you hear
about the carrot
detective?

He got to the
root of every
case.

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Bass horns
6. Pear variety
10. Cysts
14. Stave off
15. Arab chieftain
16. River of Spain
17. Rental agreement
18. Heredity unit
19. French for “Black”
20. Papal financial secretary (alt.
sp.)
22. Sea eagle
23. Charged particle
24. Sieves
26. Volcanic rock
30. Clothes washer in Asia
32. Entertain
33. Codes of behavior
37. Honey insects
38. Incline
39. Weightlifters pump this
40. A subdued color
42. A toy wind instrument
43. Soft leather
44. Be a part of
45. A friction match

47. Dawn goddess
48. Movie
49. Container
56. Initial wager
57. Food thickener
58. Unwind
59. Mend
60. Mongolian desert
61. Wear away
62. Thin strip
63. To be, in old Rome
64. Deposits of ore
DOWN
1. After-bath powder
2. Eye layer
3. Laser light
4. Backside
5. Barren
6. Start
7. Portent
8. Make melodious sounds
9. A wood preservative
10. Advantageous
11. Cancel
12. Smiles

13. Achy
21. A parcel of land
25. Nigerian tribesman
26. Hindu Mr.
27. So be it
28. Sought damages
29. Appraisal
30. Pilotless plane
31. Expect and wish
33. Trudge
34. Ricelike pasta
35. Diving bird
36. Kiss
38. Cheapest accommodations
on a ship
41. Regret
42. Sparrow hawk
44. Hit on the head
45. Last
46. Extreme
47. Creepy
48. Crazes
50. Prima donna problems
51. Taxis
52. Relating to aircraft
53. Lummox
54. Stow, as cargo
55. X X X X
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It’s time for SJSU to shut down Jewish studies
Dear Editor,

Some have dedicated time, energy, even money to the
SJSU Program of Jewish Studies, much of it voluntarily,
only to come to the reality that progress, as befitting an
academic program, was never within reach. The fault does
not only lie with credulity, but with the university that
perpetuates lies.
What comes first, recognition or respect? Jewish Studies
has neither. As is, Jewish Studies does not hide superficiality,
but amplifies it within a climate on campus that is biased
against Jews when it comes to the history of Israel. Notice,
not biased in the criticism of Israel, but in the history of
Israel. One is social justice; the other is propaganda.
The two certainly overlap, but social justice propaganda
is not education, and neither is confusion of advocacy
with academia. In classrooms at SJSU, Jews are boiled

down to the Bible, the Holocaust, or the Israel-Palestine
conflict. The whole point of Jewish Studies is not to boil
anyone down.
For millennia, at least half of the world population read
the Bible, virtually in spite of Jewish history, religion and
culture. The Holocaust is a global alarm on the dangers
of totalitarianism. The whole tragedy of the conflict in
Israel-Palestine is that anyone should ever be boiled down
to it. Nevertheless, to conflate Israel with White America,
western imperialism or Apartheid South Africa, would still
boil the conflict down to the Jews.
Imagine the lengths one could go to avoid any lengthy
discussion about Jews, not to befuddle the one-sided issue.
The whole framework is so heavily skewed toward the racial
relations in North America that ignoring the historical
experience of about one billion people (in Eastern Europe,
Russia and Central Asia, for example) who cannot fit

neatly into this Americanocentric paradigm, would seem
to reduce ethnicity to color and appearance.
Of course, in the case of Israel-Palestine, any such
cookie-cutter formula would have to “whiten” the Jews.
Naturally, it is easier to just ignore them. Unless the
university provides a top-down recognition to Jewish
Studies program, as it does with any comparable program
– establish a job search committee, have professionals
apply – the oldest Jewish Studies in CSU will never have
professional respect.
If undeserving of this, end the Potemkin-like public
relations scheme.
Sincerely,
Ignat Ayzenberg
Jewish studies coordinator

Library needs counselors
Dear Editor,

Suicide is something people aren’t
comfortable talking about, but it’s apart of
our reality that people commit suicide. There
have been reports of attempted suicides from
the top floor of the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Library. Suicides are one of the leading
causes of death of college students.
We need more resources that people
can take advantage of in the library
itself since the Student Wellness Center
is across campus from the library.

A counselor in the library itself could help
those students in the library.
The counselor’s office could be set up on
one of the floors in the quiet study areas. Also,
if you are stressed or just need someone to
talk to, there are resources that are available
on campus, so make sure to take advantage
of them.
Sincerely,
Jose Moreno
Communications junior
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